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SYNTHETIC CANNABINOIDS 
Statement 

HON PHIL EDMAN (South Metropolitan) [9.44 pm]: I stand tonight to inform this house that I have a drug 
problem in my electorate with the illegal selling of synthetic cannabis. Many constituents have brought this 
matter to my attention, especially the issue of synthetic cannabis getting into the hands of minors. I brought this 
to the attention of authorities some three or four weeks ago. Members from the South Metropolitan Region in 
this house would be aware that the City of Rockingham has a City Safe committee on which the senior sergeant 
and sometimes the superintendent of the Peel region sit. I sent an email to Barry Sammels, the Mayor of 
Rockingham, who shepherded it through to that committee. I could not actually attend that City Safe meeting but 
I will read out my email and the response I got from Barry Sammels, who did attend. My email reads — 

Dear Barry 

I have had constituents raise the issue of the sale of synthetic cannabis in the Rockingham area.  

It has been alleged that two stores ‘Pipe Dreams’ in Acute Court and Careeba Park Convenience Store 

Which is also a newsagent — 

are retailing this product.  

Given your recent advice that you will be having a meeting with the Police in not the too distant future, 
I would ask that you raise this concern with them, on my behalf.  

Barry Sammels’ email response stated in part — 

Have met with police & past on this info. They said it is very difficult because they change the 
ingredients each time & then laws change so they again change the make up of it. This process takes 
6 months.  

Even though we ban substances like Kronic, these manufacturers change the chemical composition and basically 
relabel the drug. They found a grey area in the law that enables them to put the drug back on the shelves and sell 
it across the counter. The response I got back from the mayor was not really good enough for me. I have written 
to the Minister for Police, I have also met with Hon Helen Morton and I have brought it to the attention of the 
government. I thought that maybe I should do something that is a bit out of the ordinary so on Monday I had 
staff from my office go to both of those stores to see if they would actually sell us some synthetic cannabis. 
My staff asked for the strongest stuff that was available, which was this stuff I am now holding up called 
Climax. This was actually purchased for $70 from Pipe Dreams, which is situated across the road from the 
Rockingham Senior High School. The people at Pipe Dreams gave me a tax invoice for the purchase of my 
synthetic cannabis, and if I had paid for it with a credit card it would have cost an extra $5, so using cash is 
cheaper than using a credit card. The other types of synthetic cannabis that my staff were able to find in that shop 
and take a picture of were Climax, which I have spoken about, Zero Chem, Aphrodite and Aurora. Careeba Park 
newsagency had actually run out of most drugs. There was nothing left for sale except for some Aphrodite. 
I seek leave to table this picture and the tax invoice. 

Leave granted. [See paper 1564.] 

Hon PHIL EDMAN: My staff were also told how to use it either as a cone, or in a bong or a pipe. They 
explained that a person needs to start with small amounts and to build up strength in quantity to help limit any 
adverse reaction to the chemicals as they are just not sure what chemicals are in the drug. My constituents 
brought to my attention that minors are also smoking this synthetic cannabis, which is very simple for them to do 
in an empty coke can or that sort of thing and away they go.  

For those who do not know, in that part of my electorate I have a big problem with domestic violence and youth 
unemployment. I do not think that the sale of this synthetic cannabis is helping the situation down there. I also 
found out that Climax Extra Strong is probably just as bad as ice, which I think is amphetamines. It gives people 
the same reaction. 

Why am I doing this? Why have I gone out to the media? Why have I brought this to the government’s attention? 
Why am I standing here today delivering this speech? It is because I really want some urgent action by the 
government and the police to bring in some broader legislation to stamp this out quickly—not in a month; it 
needs to be done now. At the end of the day, I thank, so far, the media for highlighting the problem and the 
two shops that are selling this product. 
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I do not want to make this political. I know it is funny to say that standing here in this place. It is up to all of us; 
it is up to not only members of Parliament but also the people of Western Australia. If people see these types of 
shops selling these things, they should tell the authorities. I was told by the government that it had not heard of 
two of those types of synthetic cannabis until I brought them to its attention. We cannot just blame the 
government; as a community we all have the responsibility to try to stamp this out to make Western Australia 
a safer place to live. I seek leave to table the synthetic — 

Hon Ken Travers: Can you assure the house that the item you are about to table is a legal substance and not an 
illegal substance re-badged? 

Hon PHIL EDMAN: Hon Ken Travers, I stand here before you today and tell you that this was sold to me 
across the counter as a legal substance. I have asked Minister Kim Hames about this product and he has also 
assured me that this product is legal. 

Hon Ken Travers: Have you provided a sample of the product to the government or the police for testing yet? 

Hon PHIL EDMAN: No, I have not, but I am going to table this Climax now. I seek leave to table for a period 
of 24 hours for the benefit of members a sample of artificial cannabis, which today is freely and legally 
available. 

Leave denied. 
 


	SYNTHETIC CANNABINOIDS
	Statement


